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H  r  I  'HE  grandest  thing  on  earth  is  a  sublime  hu- 
ll «*•  man  character.  Abraham  Lincoln  was  that  jj 
jj  type  of  man.  It  has  been  well  said  that  the  jj 
jj  more  human  we  are  the  more  divine  we  become. 
H  Lincoln  was  divinely  human.  He  was  a  great  fj 
jj  patriot  and  a  wise  statesman;  but  in  his  integrity  jj 
H  of  character  he  was  greater  than  anything  he  jj 
jj  ever  said  or  did.  jj 
Lincoln  was  not  great  simply  because  he  jj 
§§  happened  to  be  President  of  the  United  States  §j 
jj  during  the  most  critical  period  of  our  nation's  jj 
jj  history,  or  because  he  issued  the  Emancipation  j§ 
jj  Proclamation  that  liberated  four  millions  of  jj 
jj  slaves.  The  Presidency  during  the  Civil  War  jj 
jj  was  an  opportunity  for  him  to  demonstrate  his  |j 
jj  marvelous  wisdom  and  sagacity  in  statecraft,  but  jj 
jj  he  had  all  the  well  trained  elements  of  greatness  jj 
H  in  him  before  he  had  the  opportunity.  It  is  an  jj 
jj  old  saying,  "Get  thy  spindle  and  distaff  ready,  jj 
jj  and  God  will  send  thee  flax."  Lincoln  had  his  jj 
jj  spindle  and  distaff  ready,  and  when  the  oppor-  jj 
jj  tune  flax  came,  he  was  ready  to  spin. 
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In  early  life  he  had  few  advantages,  but  jj 

I      he  made  the  most  of  what  he  had.   His  life  was  jf 

jj      a  continual  struggle,  but  he  was  an  overcomer,  jj 

jj      and  it  made  him  a  hero.   He  was  faithful  over  jj 

jj      the  few  things  that  he  had,  and  God  made  him  j| 

jj      ruler  over  many  things.      His  struggles  and  the  jj 

jj      use  he  made  of  the  few  advantages  he  had  de-  jj 

j§      veloped  in  him  a  genius  in  the  economy  of  re-  jj 

jj      sources;  this  in  turn  gave  him  intellectual  power  -jj 

jj      and  made  him  a  thinker.     By  abstemious  habits  jj 

H      and  persistent  effort  in  study  and  thought,  he  ac-  jj 

jj      quired  great  breadth  of  mental  vision.   His  read-  jj 

jj      ing  was  along  the  line  that  inspired  him  with  jj 

jj      patriotic   ardor  and  high  ideals.  ( 

It  has  been  said  that  Lincoln  was  an  uned-  fj 

jj      ucated  man.      He  may  not  have  been  trained  in  jj 

jj      much  of  the  technical  learning  of  the  schools  but  jf 

jj      in  point  of  mental  development  and  mental  dis-  jj 

jj      cipline,  the  chief  aim  and  object  of  education,  jj 

jj      he  was  highly  educated.      A  distinguished  edu-  jj 

jj      cator    has    said    "A    man    is    educated    when  J 
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jj  he  is  master  of  himself  and  master  of  his  task." 

jj  Lincoln  was,  in  a  very  marked  degree,  master  of  jj 

jj  himself  and  master  of  his  task.      He  steadfastly  jj 

U  adhered  to  that  which  he  conceived  to  be  right,  |j 

jj  standing  firmly  by  his  honest  convictions,   and  j| 

B  thus  developed  great  strength  of  moral  character.  j| 

jj  His  high  regard  for  the  common  rights  of  man  jj 

jj  made  him  humane,  kind  and  sympathetic.   Thus  jj 

H  in   matters   needing   sympathy   he   was   as   kind  jj 

H  and  gentle  as  a  loving  mother,  but  in  matters  of  jj 

p  state,  where  principles  of  right  were  involved,  he  H 

§J  was  as  firm  and  immovable  as  the  everlasting  jj 

H  hills.      His  head  and  heart  were   a  unit. 

We  are  told  that  when  the  great  temple  of  jj 

H  Minerva  was   erected   at  Athens,   all   sculptors  j| 

H  were  invited  to  compete  in  a  statute  for  its  dome.  ( 

jj  On  the  day  of  the  award,  a  noted  artist  brought  M 

jj  a  life  sized  statute  of  Minerva,  so  beautiful  that  jj 

jj  it  was  received  with  loud  acclaim;  but  as  it  was  |j 

jf  raised  to  its  place,  it  grew  smaller  and  smaller,  jj 

jl  until  it  seemed  a  mere  speck  against  the  sky.  J 
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Then  a  statue,  the  work  of  a  poor  mechanic,  jj 

was  unveiled,  huge  and  rough  hewn;  but  as  it  1 

was  raised  aloft,  its  rugged  features  disappeared  jj 

and  it  became  more  and  more   comely,   until,  1 

reaching  the  pinnacle  of  the  dome,  it  took  the  jj 

very    semblance    of    the    goddess    and    seemed  1 

animate  with  life.  1 

So  it  is  with  Lincoln.   It  has  taken  nearly  I 

fifty  years  for  us  to  get  far  enough  away  from  I 

the   rugged    features   of   his   earthly   career   to  jj 

enable  us  to  see  the  beauty  and  majesty  of  his  I 

sublime  character.  | 

Friends  and  People  of  Norway,  The  peo-  jj 

pie  of  the  State  of  North  Dakota  greet  you,  | 

and  come  to  present  to  you  a  representation  of  1 

one  of  America's  grandest  heroes,  one  of  her  § 

noblest  martyrs,  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  jj 

manhood  which  God  the  Creator  has  ever  pro-  jj 

duced — Abraham  Lincoln!  Patriot!  Statesman!  jjj 

Gentleman !  I 
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